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Librarian friends of Kentucky, 
please don’t think that any one 
man is going to carry the burden 
of the mission of the Kentucky 
Library Association in 1941-42. By 
necessity some one officer has to 
feel responsible for the continuance 
of various activities, must appoint 
committees with specific tasks, and 
must plan the annual meeting. But 
this year the Association has un- 
dertaken a task that gives every 
librarian in the State work to do. 
After years of surveying and plan- 
ning we have drafted a bill provid- 
ing for financial aid for libraries 
throughout the State. Not only are 
we, in our thinking, ready for this 
program, but also, we believe the 
condition of the State’s finances 
make this a good time to expect 
favorable action on the bill. May- 
be we are a little premature, be- 
cause of not having educated all 
the people of the State to the de- 
sirability of good library service. 
That’s where you come in. You 
will have to do everything you can 
in the next few weeks to make 
every one in your community real- 
ize what it would mean to have 
books available. We will be send- 
ing you material to use in this 
campaign. Make good use of it. 
One important step will be to urge 
your representatives in Frankfort 
to vote for the bill. At least one 
voter in each community should 
be heard from at Frankfort. You 
be that voter. 


It appears that too many libra- 
rians, both among those who be- 
long to the Kentucky Library As- 





President's Message 


sociation and among those who 
don’t belong, think of membership 
in the Association only in terms 
of the annual meeting. (65 paid 
dues at Bowling Green who had 
not paid the previous year; 50 
paid the previous year but not 
at Bowling Green; 77 paid both 
years.) But every librarian in Ken- 
tucky should know himself or her- 
self a part of the library force of 
the State. Even if you can’t send a 
dollar to the Secretary-Treasurer, 
you are surely devoted to every- 
thing for which the Association 
stands, Whether we hear from you 
or not, we are going to assume 
that we can count on your work- 
ing with us this year on the great 
project we have adopted. 


At some date in the distant fu- 
ture we may look upon the Ken- 
tucky Library Association as a 
social and cultural club. This year 
we can not. This year it must be 
an irresistible force gathering 
strength from every corner of the 
State, converging at Frankfort, win- 
ning a glorious victory. You know 
all the arguments, the library as 
an educational agency, the use of 
leisure time for reading as a pre- 
vention of crime, the failure of 
Kentucky, to date, to do what is 
needed, the example of other states 
as to what can be done, etc. Use 
these arguments, along with prac- 
tical ideas that occur to you in 
your particular situation; in any 
case, don’t fail to exert your best 
efforts to procure support for this 
worthy measure. 

Sincerely yours, 
JouHn Barrow 
Your President 
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KENTUCKY LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 
Bowling Green, October 16-18, 1941 


STATE AID IN KENTUCKY 
Library Planning* 


I. Background 
(a) Kentucky’s financial picture (Kentucky's 1932 statistics used) 


pt Meese xo tcadMinoe saute nawereg th CT $252.00 
(c) Average per capita federal income tax payments .................. 1.97 
(d) Average mean manufacturing wage ...................0...0005- 790.00 
(e) Average per capita retail sales ............... 02... eee e eee ee eee 226.43 
(f) Average per capita receipts in amusement places ................ 2.08 
(g) Average per capita cost of government in Kentucky .............. 36.09 
(h) Average per capita public school cost (local and state, 1938-39) .... 30.19 
eS rr ere ery ee ep Tree 24.83 


Computed by the Model Tax System devised in 1933 by the 

American Tax Association. (Ky. is lower than all other states 

except 5, in order named, Ga., Ark., S. C., Ala., and Miss.) 
All these items indicate low income. Consequently, Kentuckians have little 
money to provide essential public service. State and federal aid are necessary if 
a minimum program of library service is to be provided. 


II. How much have other states requested for state aid and how much they received. 
III. The types of state aid and how they should be distributed. 


I. Background. Dr. Louis Wilson in his Geography of reading in Figure 167, p. 408 graphically portrays 
“per capita tax-paying ability” and “library effort”. From this comparison we see that Kentucky’s “library 
effort” is not as great as it could and should be. It is not making the “average degree” of effort made by other 
parts of the nation which now maintain libraries. 

Dr. Carleton Joeckel in his notable pamphlet entitled “Library Service”, Table 6, p. 78, shows that Ken- 
tucky’s ability to pay for education is an average of $24.83. In table 7, p. 83 the amount of state aid is listed 
as $760,000, or approximately .29 per capita—this figure to be supplemented by federal aid, to make possible 
a .60, and .75 or a $1.00 per capita statewide program. He states that the “national average ratio of effort” is 
1.16% of for Kentucky the sum of $760,000 annually, and that this amount is one that might reasonably be 
achieved in each state through its own efforts—local and state. 

The figure $760,000 is the “total measure of ability to pay” as computed on 1932 statistics—1930 census 
figures used. (Leslie L. Chism’s thesis —The economic ability of the states to finance public schools, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, 1936) 

In 1932 Kentucky was in debt approximately $27,000,000. This was the state debt exclusive of county 
and municipal indebtedness. We can be sure that since this debt has been practically eee that Ken- 
tucky’s “ability to pay” and her “effort” should be greater than in 1932. 

The 1940 census lists an increase of 8.8% in the population of the state during the last decade—the total 
population being 2,845,627. It would be safe to assume that 30 cents per capita (the price of one picture 
show) is a reasonable figure to use as the average per capita ability to pay. (Based on the state as a whole, 
not individual counties). This would total (1940 census figures used) $854,000 rather than $760,000. (Dr. 
Joeckel assumed in his computation that the $760,000 would be supplemented by federal funds but such 
federal funds have not been appropriated for that purpose). Therefore if Kentucky is to provide a minimum 
program of state-wide library service, $854,000 state aid must be supplemented by other finances. These funds 
could be provided by larger local appropriations and by endowments, annuities and substantial gifts. 

Since the amount spent locally last year (year ending July 1, 1940) was approximately $307,727 (°/19 of 
which was spent by three counties) the average per capita expenditure was 15 cents. State aid must at least 
provide 15 cents which would net $518,283. Is 30 cents an exorbitant amount to request (15 cents locally and 
15 cents per capita from the state) when we are spending $30.10 per capita teaching children to read? Should 
we not spend at least 30 cents per capita for public library services when we are spending an average of $2.08 
annually for amusements. 

II. The principal of state aid to public libraries is not new. Grants were made as early as 1890. The 
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have been carefully worked out. 
chart) 


Per Capita Annual State 


State Ability to Pay Aid Requested 





following chart shows the amounts of state aid requested and received by these states, These particular states 
were used because four are southern states with problems similar to Kentucky, three are adjacent states, one 
(Pennsylvania) has had state aid for years, and the other two have plans for state aid distribution which 
All these states have well defined plans for state aid distribution. (See 


Distribution 


Comments 





Arkansas 23.88 *60,000 


Average about 40 cents per pop. 
(white). One library in each 
county, Grants vary. Financial 
resources used as a basis. 


For books only 





Illinois 59.01. 600,000 


415,000 


Administration 40,000 
MN as wats Cara 300,000 
Equalization ........ 300,000 


200,000 for establishment of 
new libraries. Administration 
to be borne equally from book 
and equalization fund 





Indiana 53.09 


1/, of average amount expended 
by library preceding fiscal year 





Louisiana 28.62 *100,380 


Basis—area, pop., ability to pay, 
local interest, local needs. Dis- 
tributed thru regional libraries 
as branches of the La. Library 
Com. $2,000,000 or 1/, annual 
expenditure for education 


Appropriation includes the Li- ; 


brary Commission 





48.35 500,000 


*250,000 


Michigan 


Administration 2%.  ($5,000,- 
000) Equalization (per capita) 
25%. General fund—equal per 
capita rate 73% 














North 
Carolina 


25.75 *100,000 


Administration 5%. County 
wide service. Basis—local needs, 
area and pop. served, local sup- 


port 


Funds used for all expenditure 
except equipment 





Ohio 56.16 *50,000 


Grade A libraries ..... 750.00 
Grade B libraries ..... 600.00 
Grade C libraries ..... 400.00 
Grade D libraries ..... 200.00 
Ungraded 





Pennsylvania 59.91 *55,000 


Limits aid to 25,000 
Basis—County appropriation 
Counties classified by grades 
(3-8). Percentage 20-125% 





Tennessee 29.89 392,550 


25 cents per capita 


Is amount which will be re- 
quested when public library 
div. is set up. 





Washington 65.26 800,000 


Population basis. Cannot ex- 
ceed 25 cents per capita. Cannot 
exceed 50% of local appropria- 
tion unless new area served. Ad- 
ministration 5% (1,500,000) 











*Request granted (Estimate for complete annual program) 


.? ee 
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By referring to the column on “ability to pay”, “the amount of aid requested” and “distribution” we find 


that Arkansas with a lower per capita ability to pay (Ark., $23.88—Ky., $24.83) requested 40 cents per capita 
(based on white population) and Tennessee with approximately a $3.00 per capita higher average ability to 
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pay requested 25 cents per capita from the state. Other states, varying from $1.00 to $40.34 higher taxpaying 
ability, have requested from $50,000 to $2,000,000. The amounts actually received are far less than the 
amounts requested. 
From the distribution column we see that (1) ability to pay (2) the amount already appropriated locally, 
(3) local needs, (4) area and (5) population have been predominating factors in determining the distri- 
bution of state aid. It is evident that these grants are made for the development of service on a county and 
regional basis. Two states, Pennsylvania and Ohio, have a graded system, the former based on the gradation 
of counties already set up by the state government and the latter on the basis of “key libraries”, which were 
determined by a survey. All libraries in Ohio giving free service receive some state aid, varying from $50 to 
$750.00 annually. (See A.L.A. Bulletins 31:24-5 Jan. 1937; 34:73-77 Feb. 1940, and Library Journal 61:18-21, 
Jan 1, 1936) ; 
In the distribution we find that provision has also been made for (1) administration of the funds (2) 
equalization and (3) on a per capita basis. 
On these state plans, the distribution bases used by North Carolina, Ohio, Michigan and Washington 
would be well worth studying in compiling the distribution of aid in Kentucky. 
Adapting these plans in a general way, the Kentucky plan might well include a combination of the fol- 
lowing: 
1. Administration (not more than 5%) 
2. A stated portion to be distributed either on: 
a. per capita 
b. assessed valuation 
c. the same amount for each county 
3. Local extension program on a county or regional basis 
4. All libraries giving free service to libraries that will with the receipt of state aid give free 
service 
5. Funds to supplement local funds—not to make them unnecessary 
6. Definite amount for equalization 
7. Funds to be used for all service purposes—not for equipment, buildings, building sites 
and the like. (Would include bookmobiles, purchase and operation). 
8. Unused portion, if any, to be applied to the general extension program for the state. 


The results of state aid for public libraries are interesting and illuminating. In Ohio during four years 
of state aid, 150 technically trained librarians secured positions, all counties except one operated on a 
county wide basis, (one county had a total budget of only $4,700), 18 bookmobiles were operated regularly, 
and the amount of local revenues increased to $1,500,000. Before state aid was granted, Ohio had libraries 
in all but eight counties and the tax received from intangibles netted from 11 cents to $7.11 per capita. With 
this amount from local sources, supplemented by $75,000 state aid annually for two years and $50,000 annually 
for two years, combined with an $800,000 WPA library program supervised and directed from the State Li- 
brary, Ohio has had an excellent library service program. 


Progress in North Carolina has been more rapid and telling. Since July 1, 1941, two regional libraries 


' comprising three counties each have been established; 35 counties are appropriating or raising by a tax vote 


the minimum of $1,000 annually; two counties with no service heretofore have each appropriated $3,000 to 
begin service and another one secured an initial appropriation of $1,200—a total of 44 counties establishing 
or extending their services in the first three months in which state aid was granted. 

Kentucky would present an equally telling story of progress with state aid. With the state debt practically 
liquidated, the institutional rehabilitation program well on its way, and $3,000,000 or $4,000,000 revenue re- 
ceived annually in excess of the present budget, there is no valid reason why a proportionate share of this excess 
revenue should not be appropriated for a state-wide library program. With two-thirds of the state without 
access to local libraries, and the other one-third with inadequate service, surely there is no greater need in the 
state. With the WPA Statewide Library Project on a professional basis under the able leadership of Miss 
May V. Kunz and her efficient district supervisors, this is the time to secure state aid and establish perma- 
nently a statewide service on a large unit basis. 

This is our day! 

Can we justify anything but success in this venture? Persistent and constant work will be required but 
it will be worth all that it costs. Kentucky will not advance much on the library front, without state aid. Are 
we going to translate our plans into action by securing state aid from the 1942 General Assembly? 


*The types of information depicted statistically and geographically can be supplied by the Library Extension Division. 
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WPA Library Work 
in Kentucky 


The purpose of the WPA Li- 
brary project is to demonstrate the 
advantages of public library ser- 
vice insofar as is possible with un- 
trained personnel. WPA also as- 
sists established public libraries to 
extend their services to surrounding 
territory which is without such ser- 
vice or to assist established public 
libraries to remain open longer 
hours to give better service in the 
immediate vicinity of the library. 

There are many difficulties which 
must be surmounted both in the 
development and in the operation 
of this purpose. To use un- 
trained relief workers which is the 
prime objective of the WPA pro- 
gram generally, much time and 
effort must be expended in the 
training of these workers. Some 
people feel that these libraries are 
for relief people only and are not 
for the general public. This idea 
is partly the fault of the WPA be- 
cause when the program was first 
started, WPA had to be in the 
headlines. Libraries established 
were therefore called WPA librar- 
ies. We are now spending much 
time and effort educating people 
to the fact that these libraries be- 
long to the communities. We en- 
courage libraries to be called 
“—_____ County Library” and in 
very small type—“assisted by 
WPA”. We want the community 
to feel possessive and proud of this 
cultural addition to the life of this 
group. 

Because of the necessity for strict 
accounting of all government prop- 
erty, WPA forms were emphasized. 
You might like to know that we do 
know where every bone folder or 
pound of glue was used and why. 
Workers responsible for this feder- 
al property spent most of their 
energies preparing these reports. 
Such accounting is an absolute ne- 
cessity but is not of first considera- 
tion in our libraries at present. We 
now stress the knowledge of books. 
It is no good to have a salesman 
who is unfamiliar with his v-ares. 








A grocer must know the contents 
of the cans on his shelves if he is 
to promote sales. A library clerk 
must know what is between the 
covers of the books besides paper 
pages. We require each worker 
to read at least two books a month. 
By knowing the book stock, the 
worker is better able to assist the 
borrowers. Any librarian who does 
not know her book stock fails in 
her prime duty of connecting books 
and people. This knowledge of 
books on the part of the worker 
increases her own knowledge, her 
usefulness to the borrowers and 
incidentally the library circulation. 

The 1940 population was 2,845,- 
627. Almost one-half of this pop- 
ulation was served by libraries 
operated by WPA, i. e., 1,135,441 
as of October 1, 1941. Because of 
personnel reductions, we will serve 
only 1,033,316 effective Nov. 1, 
1941. This does not mean that the 
state quota of workers has been 
reduced. Our project must employ 
only those workers with the best 
education available in the com- 
munity. All the cultural projects 
such as education and recreation 
must do the same and these work- 
ers are referred to as skilled work- 
ers. In a survey of WPA workers 
employed in the Community ser- 
vice Division, more skilled workers 
of those certified for relief were 
employed than unskilled workers 
certified. The director felt that 
this was unnecessary discrimina- 
tion against the unskilled workers. 
As a result, all cultural projects 
have been cut. The library pro- 
ject received the same personnel 
reduction received by education 
and recreation. Unskilled workers 
were then added to other projects 
such as school lunch and _ house- 
keeping aide. This has meant that 
the library project has been torced 
to close libraries in seven counties. 
Those closed were the weakest 
units. By that we mean those units 
having the lowest sponsor contri- 
bution, the poorest book stock and 
those most difficult to supervise. 
However, all these units were in 


rian as district supervisor. It might 
be that with the supervision which 
the new trained librarian is quali- 
fied to give, these units might be 
improved. As Dr. Crabb said in 
his address, “Plum Springs had no 
cultural advantages, no stimulus 
toward beauty”. The communities 
where the libraries had to close 
have no other cultural advantages 
either. For this reason, our pro- 
ject feels most keenly the necessity 
imposed by reduced personnel of 
closing these seven county libra- 
ries. None of these counties are fi- 
nancially able to support county 
library service independent of out- 
side aid either from federal or 
state sources. Obviously, we did 
not feel it would be reasonable to 
close any units which had already 
received appropriations for new 
book purchases or those which 
might become regional centers or 
those having any possibility of be- 
coming permanent libraries. With 
a 20 percent personnel reduc. 
tion, service had to be curtailed. 
We tried to effect this change with 
as little long range damage to the 
project as possible. 

Of the 1,145,438 people served 
in 1940, one in 28 was an active 
library borrower. Eighty thousand 
and sixteen borrowers were regis- 
tered. This is very far from the 
standard as determined by A.L.A. 
but, considering the quality of 
our book stock, the newness of 
the reading habit, the few books 
of interest to the readers, the diff- 
culty of convincing the people that 
this was and is a free service avail- 
able to everyone and the geograph- 
ic inaccessibility of much of the 
population, we feel that a reason- 
able beginning has been made but 
that there is a long road ahead, 


According to the law as passed 
by the U. S. Congress, only 5 per 
cent of the total persons employed 
by the project can be supervisors. 
That means that for every 95 re 
lief workers employed, we can have 
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pervise the work. Compare this 
with any large library with which 
you are familiar, bearing in mind 
that that library is under one roof, 
while with fewer trained librari- 


‘rians, there are many miles between. 


We have explained before the rea- 
son for the present quota reduc- 
tion. It is difficult to plan and. to 
operate an efficient program when 
the employment varies in nine 
months from 708 to about 200. 
What the future holds, we know no 
more than you. We hope that it 
will not be necessary to curtail 
our services further. 

As mentioned before, our book 
stock is of very poor quality. Ev- 
ery book owned by both the spon- 
sor and WPA circulated approxi- 
mately seven times last year. In 
1940, 1,307,957 books were circu- 


lated. The book stock consisted of 


168, 494 sponsor-owned books and 
18,693 WPA owned books. The 
quality of this stock is appalling. 
You cannot imagine, or from your 
expressions maybe you have seen 
the junk taking up space on our 
shelves. ‘To obtain books in the 
beginning when the money was not 
available, gifts were gratefully re- 
ceived and solicited. Public li- 
braries sent their discarded book; 
and public spirited citizens cleaned 
their attics and cellars. Unscrupu- 
lous salesmen sold all kinds of junk 
absolutely unrelated to the needs 
of the community. If I ever meet the 
salesman who sold sets upon sets 
of books to our libraries, I hope 
it is not on this earth. We have 
sets upon sets of books on our 
shelves which are never moved ex- 
cept for dusting. These books have 
a’place in some libraries, but not 
in our libraries which are in such 
urgent need of books to READ. 
Our gifts include State Agricultur- 
al Yearbooks of the 1900 vintage, 
1890 census reports, Kentucky Ge- 
ological Surveys, old Sunday 
School magazines, sets of Scott’s 


{ novels in such fine print that a 


magnifying glass must be used to 
see them. Sets of classics have been 
donated and are never moved from 





the shelves. People who are unac- 
customed to reading, will not pick 
up a classic to read even if they 
know it is a classic, in such edi- 
tions. Books with several missing 
pages have been regular donations. 
Personally, I feel cheated if part 
of any book I am reading is mis- 
sing, and certainly you will all 
agree that such a book has no place 
in any library, ours included. One 
sponsor paid $18.00 freight on 
books donated from a library in 
the east and not one volume was 
useable! The shipment even in- 
cluded True Story Magazine! 


These examples could be expanded _ 


indefinitely but I am sure that you 
understand what we mean when 
we say our book stock is of very 
poor quality, and that we have de- 
veloped beyond the discard and 
rummage stage. 

Our current stress to the spon- 
sor is the urgent need for him to 
buy new books. To assist him with 
his purchases (please note we do 
not dictate what to buy), we have 
a book expert on our state staff. 
Such assistance and advice is given 
with due consideration to the 
interests and needs of the com- 
munity and the library as well as 
to the various age groups. Juvenile 
books are most needed everywhere. 
The sponsor can follow our advice 
or invest in the current best seller 
which he wants to read as he 
chooses. 

_ Federally owned books loaned as 
demonstrations are being changed 
gradually for the first time since 
the project has been in operation. 
One county had 1295 books and 
another had 8. Obviously, this was 
not a fair distribution. Further- 
more the readable books had been 
read and re-read by the people 
interested in them. These books 
were not selected by trained libra- 
rians and were not all suitable for 
county library service or suited to 
the needs of the reading public. 
Less than 15,000 of the 22,000 now 
owned are fit for use. We are there- 
fore calling into the State Office 
county by county all federally- 


owned books to be cleaned, bound 
if necessary, classified and cata- 
logued by trained catalogers and 
processed. They are then sent to 
other counties which have not had 
these titles in groups of 150 books 
of which 50 are juvenile, 50 adult 
fiction and 50 adult non-fiction. 
If this system is ever in complete 
working order, we should be able 
to change these collections every 
4 or 5 months. These fresh collec- 
tions of federally owned books have 
had two results. One is to stimulate 
reading and increase the circula- 
tion and the number of borrowers, 
which proved my point previously 
implied that we would have more 
borrowers and a higher circulation 
if we had more readable books. 
The other result is that the new 
collections seem to touch the spon- 
sor’s pocketbook and convince him 
of the necessity of buying new 
books for the community. In other 
words, he sees the value of making 
this investment in books for the 
people. The more we can con- 
vince the sponsor and the citi- 
zens that the new books are to a li- 
brary as food is to a man’s stomach, 
the life line without which life is 
impossible, the sooner will we have 
libraries which will be an integral 
part of the community life and 
service. 

WPA is growing in the quality 
of its supervision. For the first 
time, we are in a position to in- 
troduce to you four trained li- 
brarians who are district supervis- 
ors, and we hope to have another 
trained librarian available in the 
fifth district as soon as a suitable 
person can be found. Three ex- 
perienced trained librarians are on 
the state staff in addition to the 
catalogers mentioned before. As 
you know, we try first of all to find 
qualified librarians in Kentucky 
for any vacancy which occurs. 
However, rather than take unqual- 
ified people, our state administra- 
tion approves of our hiring the 
best qualified personnel for effi- 
cient operation. This business-like 
outlook by the administration is 








Flite Pes ij iceman tina andthe ani sd eins 








Page 8 


K,L. A. BULLETIN 


December, 19 





most encouraging and profitable 
for our project. Fortunately, we 
have been able to find practically 
all of our personnel in the state. 

You can see from this attitude 
on the part of the administration 
that we are in a position to stress 
the professional angle of libraries. 
We emphasize the fact that we are 
training the relief workers as li- 
brary clerks, not librarians and we 
insist that the workers be referred 
to as “library clerks” and not “li- 
brarians”. 

Surveying the map of Kentucky 
which shows library services in the 
state, special libraries, college and 
university libraries, and public li- 
braries, are shown in different col- 
ors. Libraries assisted by WPA, li- 
braries and branches operated by 
WPA are shown in a similar man- 
ner. You can readily see that most 
of the libraries assisted by WPA are 
in Western Kentucky, most of the 
libraries operated by WPA are in 
eastern and southern Kentucky 
and in those counties having the 
least ability to operate orto sup- 
port library service independently. 
Several libraries listed in the bien- 
nial report of the Library Exten- 
sion Division as established public 
libraries are shown on our map as 
operated by WPA because our def- 
inition as sent from Washington 
lists “assistance units” as those 
which we assist with personnel and 
not operated entirely with WPA 
personnel, but are operated under 
the direction of sponsor employees. 
These discrepancies in the two re- 
ports are therefore due to differ- 
ences in definitions. 

For constant advice and _ assist- 
ance, encouragement and general 
planning, much credit is due Miss 
Nofcier and Mr. Brigham. Both 
are ports in a storm, broad shoul- 
ders during discouragement and 
friends who rejoice with us in 
times of progress. We do appreciate 
all they do for us. 

However, we do feel that unless 
the librarians in this meeting and 
in the Citizens Library League are 
convinced of the sincere efforts of 


this project to further library de- 
velopment in Kentucky, all this 
work has been in vain. Only as 
the communities are sold on the 
service are we demonstrating li- 
brary service or extending library 
service to localities which never 
had this privilege before. If you 
are content to sit and listen to 
speeches about what work we are 
trying to do and yet DO nothing 
about your convictions, the library 
development in Kentucky is lost 
and we might as well give up now. 
If you are really convinced of the 
worth of your own work, is it un- 
reasonable to expect you to pass 
on to others less fortunate the 
privileges you enjoy and know 
about? The future is in your 
hands to develop or retreat. Will 
you use this temporary form of 
federal aid while it is available? 
We have painted a very sketchy 
picture of our work. Your in- 
terest translated into action on be- 
half of these new libraries will 
bring the program into bold relief 
and leave Kentucky a better place 
in which to live because of the ef- 
forts you have made. 
What will you do—listen or act? 
May V. Kunz, State 
Supervisor, Statewide 
Library Projects. 
* & * 


Report of Legislative 
Committee 


Your Legislative Committee begs 
leave to make the following report: 

The Committee was asked to un- 
dertake the following tasks: 1) 
Codification of all library laws; 
2) modification of county law and 
municipal law; 3) write legislation 
covering State Aid; and 4) write 
legislation providing for an ade- 
quate retirement plan. 

1) The codification of all library 
laws is being done by the Ken- 
tucky Statutes Revision Committee, 
and a copy of the sections relating 
to all library legislation on the 
statute books is attached hereto. 
Mr. Robert K. Cullen, who is 
Chairman of the Statute Revision 


Committee, was a member of our 
Legislative Committee, and we are 
grateful to him for this accomp- 
lishment. ‘There is some modif- 





cation necessary in the library laws 


as they effect municipalities, and 
this work is assigned to Mr. Leer 
Buckley of Lexington, Kentucky. 
It is hoped that one blanket statute 
can be written under which all 
municipalities can classify for li- 
brary service. 

2) The modification of the coun- 
ty law was assigned tc Miss Lena 
B. Nofcier. Her work included 
clarification of several sections of 
the county library law. 


3) A bill has been written by the 
Chairman, which, if passed, will 
provide State Aid. An arbitrary 
figure of $100,000 has been written 
into this bill, and the Association 


is asked to give consideration to | 


the question as to what the amount 
shall be. 

4) There is also a bill written by 
your Chairman, which is an enab 
ling act permitting municipal li- 
braries to set up their own retire. 
ment plan. The Library Extension 
Division has collected considerable 
material on plans in use in other 
states. They seem to be divided 
into these classes: 


(a) A system of retirement for 
all public employees by the estab- 
lishment of a public employees re- 
tirement fund. 


(b A permissive statute allowing 
each institution to take care of 
its own employees. 


There is already set up in Ken 
tucky a Teachers’ Retirement Sys 
tem, and a suggestion was made 
that the librarians be included in 
that fund. Since the implications 
of such an undertaking might be 
far reaching, the Committee felt 
that the whole question of an 
adequate retirement plan should 
be referred to a special committee 
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to study the plans in force im 
various states, with a view to a& 
certaining which could best be 
worked out in Kentucky. The per 
missive bill could be introduced in 
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the meantime and any library 
board, which wanted to, could set 
up its own plan. 

The Committee held two meet- 
ings in Frankfort, Kentucky, and 
there was 100% attendance of 
committee members the first meet- 
ing. I wish to express my appre- 
ciation to the members of my com- 


mittee for their splendid sup- 
port. 
ANNA H. SETTLE, 
Chairman 
* ¢ ¢@ 


Report of Publicity Committee 


The Publicity Committee in its 
program of work for 1940-41 con- 
centrated on publicizng the need 
and the lack of free library ser- 
vice in Kentucky. Realizing the 
need of a citizen enlightenment as 
to the present library picture in 
Kentucky, efforts were made to 
inform library-minded citizens rea- 
dy to help in library development 
but not knowing actual facts of 
the present library situation. Kits* 
of material for the study of public 
library service in Kentucky were 
made up and sent to 14 groups of 
citizens throughout the state. The 
material consisted of 15 articles, 
on public library service in gen- 
eral with an emphasis on rural 
library service, facts about the 
Kentucky library situation, the 
need for state aid for libraries and 
how state aid has worked in some 
other states, with a county out- 
line map showing the library pic- 
ture of the state. Kits were sent 
to the nine established regions of 
the Kentucky Citizens’ Library 
League and to some other citizen 
groups who already had the li- 
brary study on their programs, 
namely five local leagues of the 
Kentucky League of Women Vot- 
ers. The committee urged the 
groups to study the material and to 
use it in building a program. A stu- 
dy group of the Louisville League 
of Women Voters held five meet- 
ings and studied library conditions 
in Kentucky. At a meeting of the 
general membership Mr. Harold F. 








Brigham gave a talk on “The Li- 
brary Lag in Kentucky.” He 
painted the picture of library con- 
ditions in the state so clearly that 
the committee asked him to put 
his address in a written form that 
it might be used for further pub- 
licizing of the facts. This article 
was included in the material on 
the library study sent out through- 
out the state. Besides appearing 
in the October, 1941 K.L.A. Bul- 
letin it will be printed in the P.T.A. 
Bulletin for November, 1941, and 
serially in the next three issues of 
the Kentucky Club Woman, the 
organ of the Kentucky Federation 
of Women’s Clubs. Another arti- 
cle on Kentucky library condition: 
appeared in the Sunday Courier- 
Journal October 12. 

A large part of the K.L.A. pub- 
licity program was done by radio. 
At the spring meeting of the Pub- 
licity Committee plans were dis- 
cussed and Mrs. Pauline Starks, of 
the Louisville Free Public Library, 
was asked by the Committee to 
take the chairmanship of the sub- 
committee on radio. 

Her report follows: 

K. L. A. Radio Report 

A state-wide series of radio pro- 
grams on the American Way of 
Life, combining an educational 
feature on democracy and public- 
ity on Kentucky libraries was 
broadcast. The series consisted of 
reviews of four books of an histori- 
cal nature and an autobiography of 
an American who embodied the 
best characteristics of our people. 
The library publicity was brought 
into the program after the review. 
Facts about the library situation 
in Kentucky were given and the 
statement was made that the broad- 
casts were sponsored by the Ken- 
tucky Library Association, an or- 
ganization made up of librarians 
who are making every effort to 
promote libraries in Kentucky. 

The broadcasts were given in the 
following order: 

(1) Letters of an American farm- 
er—St. John de Crevecoeur. 


(2) Shipmasters of Cape Cod— 
Henry C. Kittredge. 

(3) Old Louisiana—Lyle Saxon. 

(4) Sutter’s gold—Blaise Cen- 
drars. 

(5) Horse and Buggy Doctor— 
Arthur E. Hertzler. 

The scripts for all these were 
written by Miss Hutchings, head 
of the Circulation Department, 
Louisville Free Public Library, 
with the exception of the second, 
that of “Shipmasters of Cape Cod,” 
which was written by Miss Eleanor 
Schmitt, assistant in the Reference 
Department, Louisville Free Public 
Library. The introduction to the 
broadcast was written by the chair- 
man of the Radio Committee, and 
the library publicity by the chair- 
man of the Publicity Committee. 
The series was given in Louisville 
over WINN during May by Miss 
Winifred Hutchings. Copies of the 
scripts were made and mailed to 
librarians in other cities in Ken- 
tucky where they were broadcast 
during. the fall. 


Ashland—Miss Martha Lue Hut- 
chison, Librarian of the Ashland 
Public Library, over WCMI. 


Bowling Green—Mrs. Sarah Gil- 
bert Garris, reference librarian, 
Western State Teachers College, 
over WLBJ. 

Owensboro—Mrs. J. Eugene Gil- 
bert, Librarian Owensboro Sen- 
ior High School—Mrs. Sue Ro- 
berts McCulloch; Librarian, 
Carnegie Public Library—Miss 
Venice Lovelady—Mrs. H. C. 
Dunnng— Mrs. Rose _ Griffith 
Watkins—Mrs. John Gilmour— 
and Dr. D. M. Griffith, over 
WOMI. 

Hopkinsville—Miss Willie Rust, 
Librarian, Hopkinsville Public 
Library and Miss Jane Flener 
over WHOP. 

Paducah—Miss Harriett Boswell, 
‘Librarian, Carnegie Public Li- 
brary, and Miss Marcia Rich- 

- ardson, over WPAD. 

‘Che committee met with such 
hearty cooperation from librarians, 
radio stations and citizens that 
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they recommend the K. L. A. con- 

tinue radio publicity. 
Respectfully submitted, 
PAULINE Starks, Chairman 
Sub-Committee on Radio 


The Publicity Committee feels 
that their program on work for 
this year has meant the laying of 
one stone in the foundation of 
molding public opinion as to the 
needs of Kentucky library develop- 
ment by their efforts in publicizing 
the facts. 

The Committee wishes to ex- 
press its appreciation for the splen- 
did cooperation of all who took 
part on the publicity program, in 
speaking, in writing and in broad- 
casting. Credit goes especially to 
Mrs. Starks whose untiring efforts 
made possible the state-wide radio 


program. 
Mrs. J. EUGENE GILBERT 
Miss Mary ELIzABETH EARLE 
Miss Dorotuy L. Goopwin, 
Chairman 


*1. Rural Public Library Service. 
American Library Association, 1941. 

2. Rural Library Service. U. S. Dept. 
of Agriculture Farmers Bulletin No. 1847. 

8. County and Regional Libraries. 
Edith Gantt, Specialist in Public Li- 
braries, School Life, March, 1939. 

4. Standards for Public Libraries. 
American Library Association. 1939. 

5. People Without Public Library Ser- 
vice. American Library Association, 1939. 

6. The Library Lag in Kentucky. An 
address by H. F. Brigham, Librarian, 
Louisville Free Public Library, before the 
Louisville League of Women Voters, 
March, 1941. 

7. Library Extension Division. Fif- 
teenth biennial report, 1937-1939, 

8. Library Services in Eastern Ken- 
tucky. Robert F. Beach in Bulletin of 
Kentucky Library Association, Dec., 1940. 

9. Statewide Library Project W.P.A. 
in Ky. May V. Kunz, State WPA Super- 
visor. 

10. Developments in Library Service. 
Florence H. Ridgeway. 

11. Resolutions in Kentucky Library 
Assn. Adopted by vote of the Conference. 
Bulletin of Kentucky Library Assn. Dec., 
1940. 

12. Libraries Need State Aid. 
can Library Association. 1937. 

13. State Aid For Libraries. Judson 
T. Jennings—Bulletin, American Library 
Association, Feb. 1936. ‘ 

14 Arkansas’ Use of State Aid. Alfred 
H.° Rawlinson—Bulletin American Li- 
brary Association, March, 1938. 

15. State Aid for Kentucky Library 
Extension Division—March, 1941. 


Ameri- 


Report of Committee on Library 
Training Agencies in 
Kentucky 

Scope: The work of the Com- 
mittee on Library Training Agen- 
cies this year has been largely that 
of continuing the study of condi- 
tions begun by a similar commit- 
tee last year. This report should 
therefore be considered in the light 
of the previous one. 

Additional Library Science 

Offerings 

Catholic Schools: Through the 
cooperation of Sister Mary Cani- 
sius of Nazareth College, the com- 
mittee finds that in addition to 
summer courses offered at Nazar- 
eth for training librarians in Ca- 
tholic institutions, some work also 
is being offered at Ursuline Col- 
lege, formerly Sacred Heart Col- 
lege, Louisville, St. Catharine Jun- 
ior College, St. Catharine, Ky. Ur- 
suline has offered courses in library 
science intermittently for ten years, 
chiefly when there was demand. 
At present, 18 hours in library 
science are offered in the catalog. 
However, at the time of the report 
no students were enrolled nor had 
there been any during the summer 
term. The offerings of 12 hours at 
St. Catharine are elective and two 
students were reported to be en- 
rolled in the courses. The equip- 
ment for teaching library science 
and the budget at both institu- 
tions seem limited and courses are 
taught by Sisters who are on the li- 
brary staff. 

Negro Training Agencies: Mrs. 
Hortense Young, librarian of 
Louisville Municipal College, has 
been helpful in gathering facts re- 
garding the training of Negro li- 
brarians and teacher librarians in 
the state. Louisville Municipal of- 
fers 18 hours of library training 
for teacher-librarians in secondary 
schools. Such are offered, two 
courses each term, in the evening 
school through the departments of 
English and social science, both 
during the academic session and 
the summer school. Students us- 
ually complete the 18 hours and 


have been placed in desirable po 
sitions. However, because not 
enough students enrolled to war. 
rant them, no courses are being 
given during the present fall term, 
For several summers, 6 hours each 
for two successive years were offer- 
ed at Kentucky State College, 
Frankfort, in order to meet state 
requirements. However, since never 
more than five enrolled at any 
one time, such courses have been 
discontinued and applicants re. 
ferred to Fisk University. 


It might be of interest here to 


note that for the year 1940-41, 48 
of the 77 Negro high schools in 
the state were reported as having 
librarians. Of this number, 13 had 
less than six hours training; 8 from 
6-11 hours; 17 had 12-17 hours; 
one had from 18-29 hours; and 4 
had 30 or more hours. Similar fig- 
ures for white schools appear later 
in the report. 

Other Institutions: Morehead 
State Teachers College offered last 
summer and is at present offering 
two courses in library science other 
than the freshman course in the 
use of the library, a course in gen- 
eral book selection and a course 
in reference materials and _ their 
use. Each is a two hour course. 
While they are not necessarily of 
fered for library training, yet stu- 
dents do take them with the idea 
of serving as teacher-librarians in 
small schools. The present enroll- 
ment is 6 students in each course. 


Additional Facts from Library 
Training Agencies 
Heads of the various library 
science departments were asked for 
facts beyond those reported last 
year, particularly regarding enroll- 


ment, changes in curricula or per: | 


sonnel and increased budgets. 
Berea reports an enrollment at 
present of 15 students, including 
juniors and seniors. An increase of 
$165 in the budget now brings the 
total annual expenditure to $1185. 
Miss Engle was again at Columbia 
University for the summer work- 
ing toward a master’s degree. 
Murray State Teachers College 
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has an enrollment of 19 for the fall 
semester. Of this number 10 are 
majors, 6 are minors and the other 
3 are taking the work as electives. 
The enrollment for the summer 
session was 17. Mrs. Nina McGiv- 
aren, who replaced Alfred Raw- 
linson as regional librarian, is not 
teaching in the library science de- 
partment as stated in the cata- 


log. 
The Department of Library 
Science at Murray was last May 


the 
Southern Association. This report 
followed a visit made by Miss En- 
gle and Mr. Beach, of Berea, at the 
request made through Dean T. A. 
Hendricks, a member of the Li- 
brary Committee of the Southern 
Association, by Dr. Highsmith, 
chairman. 

Nazareth College initiated dur- 
ing the past summer a Seminar 
on the Place of the Library in the 
School which will be made a regu- 
lar part of the library science of- 
ferings. The objective was to reach 
teachers, and taking part were a 
high school principal, a high school 
librarian and an elementary school 
librarian. Due to the necessity of 
taking care of Sisters of other Or- 
ders, the summer class of 1941 was 
limited to 12 members. 


At the University of Kentucky, 
the three full-time members of the 
faculty taught in the first term of 
summer school, assisted by Miss 
Pearl Durst. Classes offered the 
second term were taught by Mrs. 
Ruth Theobald Young. Total en- 
rollment for the summer session, 
exclusive of duplicates, was 69. The 
The total enrollment for the pres- 
ent academic year is 53. Of this 
number, 9 are Senior majors and 
10 are part-time majors. 

Two courses, School Library 
Administration and Reading Guid- 
ance, already in the curriculum are 
being offered to help prospective 
teachers meet the state require- 
ments of a minimum of six hours 
in library science at graduation 
rather than during a summer ses- 


tie 
sion. A record placement for the 


fall of 1941 is reported by the de- 
partment, so that all graduates in- 
terested in library positions are 
now placed. 

Western State Teachers College 
enrolled 33 students in the sum- 
mer session courses taught by Miss 
Bothe. After a year’s leave of ab- 
sence during which time she com- 
pleted her B. S. degree and began 
work toward a master’s at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, Miss Martha 
Orendorf is again librarian of the 
Training School and in charge of 
practice work, The present enroll- 
ment at Western is 19. 

A slight decrease in enrollment 
reported by all departments is 
probably in line with the recent 
trend of decrease in enrollment of 
institutions generally. 


Training of School Librarians 

For the year 1940-41, 641 of the 
738 white high schools of Kentucky 
reported librarians. Of this num- 
ber, 205 had less than 6 hours of 
training the majority having none 
at all; 189 had 6-11 hours; 71 had 
12-17 hours; 86 had 18-29 hours, 
and 94 had 30 hours or above. 

Because the Catholic schools may 
be considered as a special group, 
separate figures, included in the 
above, were taken for them. For 
the year 1940-41, 49 Catholic high 
schools, through the files of State 
Department of Education, reported 
librarians. Of this number, 16 had 
less than 6 hours of training; 11 
had 6-11 hours; 4 had from 12-17; 
8 had from 18-29; and 10 had 30 
hours or above. 

It had been hoped to ascertain 
where such training was received in 
an effort to estimate what percent 
of the school librarians are pro- 
ducts of library training agencies 
in Kentucky. Such information, 
however, does not appear on the 
reports from high schools available 
in the files of the State Depart- 
ment of Education nor were funds 
at hand for a questionnaire. Nev- 
ertheless, the chairman still hopes 
to get some pertinent facts along 
this line from the files of various 
library training agencies. 


The committee feels that with 
this report its task of fact-finding 
is complete. Nothing has been done 
regarding the recommendation in 
last year’s report that a conference 
of representatives from the library 
training agencies and several agen- 
cies interested in library training to 
be held. It was the opinion of the 
present committee that it is not 
within its province to initiate such 
a conference. The committee does 
recommend, however, that the Ken- 
tucky Library Association take 
action looking toward a definite 
plan for library training agencies 
in Kentucky. 

Respectfully submitted 
Marcig HELM 

ELLIson L. BROwN 
AziLE Worrorp, Chair- 


man. 
* * * 


School Library Section 


The school library section met 
on Saturday morning, October 18, 
at 9 a.m., for a business session. 
The following officers were elected: 
Miss Margaret Lyle, Louisville, 
chairman; Mrs. Amelia Coil Scott, 
Madisonville, vice-chairman; Miss 
Ruth Wheeler, Lexington, secre- 
tary-treasurer. The business session 
was followed by an excellent pro- 
gram which was well attended. 
Mrs. Ruth Theobald Young, 
Frankfort, spoke on the subject, 
“Rural school library: Link in de- 
fense.” Miss Pearl Hayes, assist- 
ant project technician of the WPA 
Library Extension Division, Frank- 
fort. talked on “Book week library 
projects.” Miss Hida Glazer, Cov- 
ington, discussed “Discipline in the 
school library.” These _ three 
speakers are closely connected with 
the school library in Kentucky. 

At 10:30 a.m. the second general 
session was held in the Kentucky 
Building with the chairman of the 
School Library Section presiding. 
She introduced Mrs. Young who in 
turn presented Miss Martha Parks, 
Director, Division of School Libra- 
ries, State Department of Educa- 
tion, Nashville, Tennessee, Miss 
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Parks, speaking on the subject, 
“School and public libraries work- 
ing together in school library ser- 
vice” stressed the necessity of rec- 
ognizing the similarity in types of 
service rendered. Because of this 
similarity, she said, there must be 
some integration of policy, and a 
definition of relationships, both ad- 
ministrative and human, to prevent 
needless duplication of services. Es- 
pecially is there need for close co- 
operation between school and pub- 
lic libraries in rural areas. Miss 
Parks’ address was based in part on 
the 1941 Joint report of the Na- 
tional Education Association and 
Amercan Library Association on 
“Schools and public libraries work- 
ing together in school library serv- 
ice.” In conclusion she quoted from 
the report as follows: “School libra- 
ries are furthering for thousands of 
children and young people those 
permanent human values that will 
survive the present destruction. The 
technics of cooperation and of 
friendly helpfulness described in 
this report are, in their limited 
field, of the same order as the 
activities that sooner or later must 
be undertaken to bring peace and 
progress in world affairs.” 


At 12:30 the High School Sec- 
tion adjourned to the Helm Hotel 
for a luncheon meeting at which 
time Mr. Clifford Seeber, Principal 
Education Officer, T.V.A. Gilberts- 
ville Dam, spoke on the subject, 
“School Versus Community Libra- 
ries in Kentucky.” He said that 
Kentucky is now placing greater 
stress on rural and grade school 
libraries and he emphasized this 
thought “Can school library books 
be put into use during the summer 
—instead of being locked up—with- 
out too great a risk of loss or dam- 
age to the books?” What do you 
think, school librarians? 


We would like to take this op- 
portunity to thank the Kentucky 
Library Association Board for giv- 
ing us such a large part on the Con- 
ference program. It is a beginning 
from which we hope to accomplish 


two things: Unanimous attendance 
of all school librarians in the state; 
and more practical help to school 
librarians in the big problem of 
better universal library service for 
all the children in Kentucky. 

One other thing we would like 
to put before the school librarians. 
The idea came from several sources 
that there would be a more uni- 
fied program for school librarians 
if the same person who is chair- 
man of the School Librarians’ Con- 
ference of K.E.A. would also be 
chairman of the School Library 
Section of the K.L.A., with perhaps 
a future motive of making them 
one organization with two meet- 
ings during the year. That makes 
a big job for the chairman, of 
course! But we promised to do 
that last spring at K.E.A., and, 
true to our promise, we elecied 
Miss Lyle. Miss Martha Boas was 
chairman of both groups some 
years ago. Is it a good idea, school 
librarians? It is for you to decide. 


AtvinA HEADLEY HAyYEs 
Chairman 


Resolutions Concerning Ken- 
tucky State Library 
Supervisor 


WHEREAS, prominent educa- 
tors have recognized the value of 
maintaining libraries in the schools 
of the state, and, 


Whereas, it has been determined 
by prominent educators that the 
young people in our schools can 
obtain the maximum benefits from 
the school libraries. under proper 
directions, and, 

Whereas, the outstanding col- 
leges and other educational institu- 
tions of today are recognizing the 
value of trained librarians by of- 
fering courses in library science, 
and, 

Whereas, the state of Kentucky 
with its progressive educational 
system has established libraries in 
many of its schools, especially high 
schools, and, 


Whereas, these libraries are in 
a majority of instances adminis- 


tered by trained and qualified li- 
brarians, and, 

Whereas, it has been found that 
the work of the various school li- 
brarians is carried on more eff- 
ciently when there is a centralized 
supervisor to coordinate the work, 
and, 


Whereas, there is now in exist- 
ence the position of School Li- 
brary Supervisor in the Depart- 
ment of Education of the Com- 
monwealth of Kentucky, and, 


Whereas, the General Assembly 
of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 
at its last session failed to approp- 
riate sufficient funds to pay the 
modest salary of the School Library 
Supervisor, and 

Whereas, the position of School 
Library Supervisor has been va- 
cant, 

Therefore be it resolved by the 
Kentucky Library Association in 
meeting assembled at Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, on this 18th day 
of October, 1941, that his excel- 
lency, the Honorable Keen John- 
son, Governor of the Common- 
wealth of Kentucky, and John W. 
Brooker, Supt. of Public Instruc- 
tions, be requested to recommend 
to the next session of the General 
Assembly that proper legislation 
be enacted to provide ample funds 
in order to pay the salary of the 
School Library Supervisor. 

Be it further resolved that re- 
quest be sent to each member of 
the general assembly together with 
a copy of this resolution to the 
effect that he support and spon- 
sor such legislation. 

* * * 


On to Pikeville! 


The Kentucky Library Associa- 
tion will meet in Pikeville in Oc 
tober for their 1942 Conference. 


December, 1941 
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Department of Library 
and Archives 


In 1936 The Reorganization Act 
created the Department of Library 
and Archives, the Governor ap- 
pointing a State Librarian who 
shall be responsible for the admin- 
istration of said department. 

The department is composed of 
a Library Extension Division, a 
Legislative and Law Division, and 
the Kentucky Historical Society. 
Miss Lena Nofcier, as you know, 
is in charge of the Library Exten- 
sion Division and is here to give 
her report in person. Mrs. Jouett 
Taylor Cannon is Director of the 
Historical Society and is in charge 
of historical documents and all 
historical exhibits. 

In the Legislative and Law Li- 
brary is to be found all the legal 
text books; reports from all states 
and territories of the United States; 
English reports, etc. This division 
attends to the printing and distri- 
bution of the Kentucky Reports, 
about 5,000 per year; receives 
subscriptions to the Advance 
Sheets of the Kentucky Reports, 
which contain the opinions handed 
down by the Judges of the Court 
of Appeals; distributes the Ken- 
tucky Acts, Senate and House 





Journals to those entitled by law 
to receive them, about 3000 vol- 
umes; is custodian of all State 
documents, Attorney General’s 
opinions, etc., and assigns the seats 
to the representatives and senators 
of the General Assembly. 

In the Miscellaneous Library on 
the third floor of the New Capitol 
we have approximately 25,000 
books, consisting of histories, biog- 
raphies, fiction by Kentucky au- 
thors, also files of newspapers from 
1798 to 1941; all Congressional 
records from 1835 to 1941. In the 
main libraries and storage rooms 
at the New Capitol there are in 
all approximately 157,000 volumes. 

Mrs. JAMES CAMPBELL CANTRILL 

* * * 


Library Extension 
Division Report 


Instead of the usual report on 
the number of libraries in Ken- 
tucky, the percentage of people 
without library service, etc., I shall 
try to give you a glimpse of some 
of the activities carried on by the 
Library Extension Division. 

As you know there are two types 
of service given: (1) books (includ- 
ing reference) and (2) advisory. 
Book Service given at the Refer- 
ence Desk in response to requests 
for specific titles and subjects in- 
cludes the lending of magazines, 
pamphlets, clippings, pictures, etc., 
as well as books. 

During the biennium about 70,- 
000 requests were answered. 
The reference assistant outlines 
reading and study courses which 
are non-credit planned courses of 
reading and study. At the com- 
pletion of the course, a certificate 
is issued which is signed by the 
Governor. At the request of the 
Kentucky Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, special courses were com- 
piled on Character Training, Par- 
ent Education, Safety, Recreation, 
Education for Democracy, Train- 
ing for Leadership, and Music. 

In her spare time the reference 
assistant prepares bibliographies on 
various subjects; compiles the 





monthly booklist and lists of books 
which librarians in small libraries © 
may find useful; catalogs and classi- 
fies new books; assigns subject head- 
ings to materials for the Informa- 
tion File; checks newspapers to be 
clipped; selects and writes order 
slips for new books and assists the 
many people who come to the office 
daily or phone for information. Of 
course a charging system for books 
lent must also be kept at the desk, 
and several statistical records. 

A growing number of office pa- 
trons are children under 12 years 
of age. As important as reading 
guidance to children is, it cannot 
be encouraged because children’s 
books in the Reference Collection 
are practically limited to the In- 
ternational Mind Alcove books— 
gifts from the Carnegie Endow- 
ment for International Peace. 

One of the most interesting ser- 
vices the last year was the work 
with the state penal and mental 
institutions. Two attendants in 
charge of mental hospital libraries 
completed the study courses on 
Mental Hospital Library Service. 

Book service for the Traveling Li- 
brary Department consists of groups 
of fifty books lent to schools, to 
community centers, to WPA li- 
braries, state penal and mental 
institutions, libraries, N. Y. A. 
camps, homemakers’ camps and 
special exhibits of children’s new 
books. The latter circulate more to 
public libraries than to school li- 
braries. They are lent for two week . 
periods. It takes almost a year for 
three such collections to be exhib- 
ited throughout the public libra- 
ries in the state. Over 37,000 books 
were lent from this department dur- 
ing the biennium. The traveling li- 
brary assistant does all the activi- 
ties connected with ordering not 
only books, but magazines, sup- 
plies, office furniture, etc. She also 
accessions the books, supervises the 
mimeographing, keeps a_ daily 
accounting record of expenditures, 

. charging system of traveling li- 
srary loans, statistical records, and 
does many other office routine du- 
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ties. She is in charge of the office 
during the absence of the Direc- 
tor. 

There is never a day that we 
do not have to tell borrowers 
that we do not have the books re- 
quested. There is a tremendous 
waste of time and energy substitut- 
ing materials for those requested. 
In one week the traveling library 
department received requests for 
1,500 books, none of which could 
be supplied, and no similar books 
which could be substituted. 

The clerk cleans and mends 
books, assembles traveling libra- 
ries, writes bills of lading for ship- 
ments, collates new books and 
bindery books, letters new books 
and pastes in pockets, etc., and 
clips newspapers and miscellan- 
eous magazines. 

The stenographer not only types 
the letters, but many other items, 
such as copying articles from refer- 
ence books, bibliographies, reading 
and study courses, the monthly 
booklist, catalog cards for new 
books. She cuts the stencils for all 
mimeographing. She types and files 
the catalog cards, files Informa- 
tion File materials and letters, and 
keeps the registration files, maga- 
izne card files, etc., in order. A 
record of items purchased by 
“funds” is also kept by the stenog- 
rapher. There are numerous sta- 
tistical records and routine duties 
also. 

The porter and shipping clerk, 


_in addition to his janitorial duties, 


shelves books and magazines, 
wraps and unwraps packages, packs 
and unpacks traveling libraries, 
shellacks books, paints and repairs 
traveling library boxes, makes 
minor electrical and carpenter 
repairs in the office, and has assist- 
ed with filing Information File ma- 
terials. 

The Director supervises office 
activities, checks book orders, read- 
ing and study courses, and month- 
ly booklists; writes memeographed 
releases and periodic letters to li- 
brarians; gives assistance on library 
procedures by letter, phone and 


visit, and keeps a double-entry ac- 
counting record of all checks re- 
ceived from the State Treasurer's 
office. With the staff she decides 
office procedures and plans, com- 
piles a biennial report and tries 
to spend half time doing actual 
field work. These visits last year 
included citizens’ groups; a Citi- 
zens’ mass meeting and open for- 
um; interviewing the Superintend- 
ent of a coal camp, checking build- 
ing plans and discussing the se- 
curing of a trained librarian for 
the new library; meeting with li- 
brary boards in an effort to secure 
better local support of their libra- 
ries; presenting library conditions 
in Kentucky to various civic groups 
and stopping at WPA libraries 
as well as those ordinarily visited. 

These are some of the services 
provided by the State to its citi- 
zens, at a cost of approximately 
one-third of a cent per capita per 
year. 
. Lena B. NOoFCIER 

Director 
ee 6 @ 


Kentucky Citizens Library 
League 


The annual meeting of the Ken- 


tucky Citizens Library League was 
held this year in Bowling Green, 
Friday, October 17th. The League 
always meets with the K. L. A. 
since interests and goals are the 
same. 

Mrs. A. S. Gardiner, Horse Cave, 
president of the League, presided 
at both the business meeting and 
the luncheon at the Helm Hotel. 
Reparts were given from Regions 
2,4, 5, 6,9. Regions 10, 11 and 12 
are organized, but because of the 
great distance no representatives 
could come. The reports from the 
Essay contest in the spring, our 
second contest, were enthusiastic- 
ally given in detail. Since news 
of the winners and also some of the 
winning essays have already been 
printed in the Bulletin, a detailed 
list will not be given now. It is 


interesting to note that the younger 
brother of one of our last year’s 
winners was a successful contestant 


this year; that the entries from the 
junior high schools were more in- 
teresting and spontaneous than any 
sent in; that there were more than 
double the number of young peo- 
ple who participated, and that the 
standard of composition was ex- 
cellent. The third Essay Contest 
has been prepared and the winners 
of this one will be announced in 
January, 1942. 

Library Objectives, as given by 
the White House Conference were 
endorsed by the K.C.L.L. Federal 
Grants for Rural Libraries, and Li- 
braries Staffed by Qualified Person- 
nel were also endorsed. 

Individual reports were given 
from Frankfort where a Youth De- 
partment has been inaugurated in 
the Frankfort Public Library, and 
where a branch public library has 
been established for the colored 
citizens. Bowling Green reports 
that their library now has 2500 
books (250 new ones); 1600 bor- 
rowers, and that they have received 
$400.00 for their work. 

The following officers and board 
members were elected. 

President, Mrs. Ray Moss, Pine- 
ville; Ist Vice President, Mrs. E. A. 
Fish, Williamsburg, 2nd Vice Pres- 
ident, Mr. Wendell P. Butler, Ed- 
monton; Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. 
Robert: M. Fort, Frankfort; Board 
Members, Mrs. A. S. Gardiner, 
Horse Cave; Miss Mary Verhoeff, 
Louisville; Mr. C. J. Rich, Ash- 
land; and Mrs. Preston Johnston, 
Lexington; K.L.A. Representative, 
Dr. John G. Barrow, Berea. 

At 12:30 the meeting adjourned 
and members of K. L. A. joined 
the Kentucky Citizens Library 
League at their luncheon meeting 
at the Helm Hotel. Mrs. Robert 
M. Fort, Frankfort, presided 
as toastmaster and a report of the 
activities of the K.C.L.L. was made 
by Mrs. Gardiner, of Horse Cave. 
Principal speaker for the luncheon 
was Dr. H. Clarence Nixon, Van- 
derbilt University. His subject was 
“Possum Trot and the World.” 
In this address he offered libra- 
rians and laymen alike a sure foun- 
dation to stand upon in their striv- 
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ings to improve and extend library 
service of whatever kind. He de- 
clared, “We need to consider in- 
tellectual defense today as well as 
economic and military defense . . . 
Our people need to be prepared 
for the peace that is to come.” A 
discussion of State Aid for public 
libraries in Kentucky, led by Mr. 
Brigham, followed. 

At the luncheon a _ beautiful 
tribute was paid the retiring presi- 
dent, Mrs. A. S. Gardiner, for her 
untiring services in the organiza- 
tion years of this new work. 

Members of the K.L.A. and K.C. 
L.L. were guests of the Bowling 
Green librarians at the conclusion 
of this joint meeting for a beautiful 
tea held in J. Whit Potter Hall. 

Mrs. RoBERT Fort 
Sec., K.C.L.L. 


* * * 


Public Librarian’s Meeting 


Seventeen public _ librarians, 
members of the K.L.A., met at the 
breakfast in the Helm Hotel on 
Saturday morning with Elizabeth S. 
Woodson _ presiding. 

The symposium on public li- 
brary work was very informal. As 
stated by the Chairman the ob- 
ject was to keep alive the “Esprit 
de corps” of public library workers. 

Miss Bernice Bell, head of chil- 
dren’s and young people’s work, 
Louisville Free Public Library, 
led off with a brief summary on 
the “Lag in children’s work in Ken- 
tucky”. Miss Bell’s opinion is that 
the reading of children’s books 
should be stimulated through an 
aroused interest among all workers 
with children, parents, teachers 
and librarians, and that a super- 
visor for work with children in the 
state might be advisable. 

Defense work by the Louisville 
Library was introduced by Miss 
Florinne Kammerer, head of the 
Stations and Extension department, 
in a four-minute talk, in which 
she told of the work fostered and 
organized by the library for the 
new library unit at Bowman Field 
and at the Service Club for sol- 
diers on 4th Street. A short dis- 


cussion on book drives followed 
with suggestions on proceedings. 
Mention was made of books pur- 
chased for the building trades, 
since Kentucky has become a de- 
fense center. 

In response to the question put 
to Miss Mae Virginia Kunz, Di- 
rector WPA State Wide Library 
Project, “What aid can the WPA 
set up give, in books or personnel 
to established libraries which have 
insufficient funds to function prop- 
erly?” Miss Kunz and Miss Lena 
Nofcier, Director State Library Ex- 
tension Division, entered into a 
lively discussion in which mutual 
aid was promised as far as existing 
circumstances permitted. This led 
to the question which Miss Nofcier 
tried to answer. “Where do we go 
from here, with or without State 
Aid?” Miss Nofcier strongly ad- 
vocated State Aid and deplored the 
lack of supplies for the further- 
ance of library work in outlying 
districts in our state. 

Mr. Harold F. Brigham closed 
the discussion by answering in the 
affirmative the query, “Has the 
Public Library of Kentucky come 
of age?” Mr. Brigham’s reply was 
that he was sure of it; that with 
our new legislative program tak- 
ing concrete shape, certification for 
librarianship an accomplished 
fact, and with more stress put up- 
on highly trained and educated 
workers, Kentucky is now ready to 
tackle the lag in library work in 
the state. 

ELIZABETH S. Woopson 
Chairman, Louisville 
Free Public Library 
* * * 
College and Reference 
Librarians Section 


The college and reference li- 
brarians met informally for break- 
fast on Friday morning, October 
17th. There were 27 librarians 
present representing mostly col- 
lege libraries of the state with sev- 
eral reference librarians from 
Louisville. It was decided to make 
a permanent organization of this 
group within the Association and 


call it the “College and Reference 
Librarians’ Section of the K.L.A.” 
Miss Margaret I. King, head li- 
brarian of the University of Ken- 
tucky, was elected chairman for 
the year and Miss Virginia Win- 
stanley, University of Louisville 
Library, was chosen as _ co-chair- 
man. There followed a discussion 
of the objectives of a group of this 
kind and the chairman mentioned 
several projects which might be un- 
dertaken. One of these was a union 
list of state documents for Ken- 
tucky. This project is to be con- 
sidered until the next meeting at 
which time some action will be 
taken on it. 

Miss MarGArRET I. KING, 

Chairman 

* * * 


Report of Junior Members 
Section, 1940-41 


1. Organization 

Working by means of three 
elected officers, 16 appointed re- 
gional chairman (regions as set 
up by the Library Extension Di- 
vision and the Kentucky Citizens 
Library League) and committees 
on special projects, the Junior 
Members Section has had a busy, 
and we think, valuable year. 
II. Directory of Kentucky 

Librarians 

Begun in 1939 under the edi- 
torial chairmanship of Mrs. Ruth 
Field, University of Louisville, the 
Directory of Kentucky- Librarians 
was ready for distribution by De- 
cember, 1940. Miss Annette Crut- 
cher of Louisville Free Public Li- 
brary assumed, with her commit- 
tee, the responsibility of guiding 
the sales and distribution of the 
200 copies which were mimeo- 
graphed. Through her patient ef- 
forts, 150 copies have been distrib- 
uted. The $46.00 advanced by the 
K.L.A. for completion of the pro- 
ject has been paid back in full. 

There is now functioning a new 
Editorial Committee (Mrs. Mary 
E. Ross, Louisville, Chairman) 
which is preparing a brief supple- 
ment for corrections and additions. 
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This will be ready shortly. This 
supplement will be of the same 
size and style as the Directory and 
will be inserted in the 50 copies 
now on hand; and will be available 
at no cost to all individuals and in- 
stitutions now having copies of the 
original Directory in their posses- 
sion. 

III. Local Indexes In Kentucky 

Libraries 

The second major project under- 
taken by the Junior Members Sec- 
tion during the year was that of 
the preparation and_ publication 
of Local Indexes in Kentucky Li- 
braries. This is a reference tool 
which should serve as a valuable 
guide to the many home-made and 
specialized indexes which are to 
be found in Kentucky libraries. 
In their labor, Miss Carolyn Read- 
ing and her Committee performed 
a difficult and exacting task. Al- 
though the resulting list does not 
profess to be 100 percent complete, 
it represents an approach to 171 li- 
braries, from which group, 23 sent 
lists of indexes for inclusion. You 
will be interested to know that 
much of the material gathered by 
Miss Reading’s Committee will ap- 
pear as Kentucky’s contribution 
in the national “Manual of Local 
Indexes” to be revised by the JMRT 
next year. 

We believe that the Local In- 
dexes project has value for every 
librarian in Kentucky. Approxi- 
mately 35 copies were sold at the 
Conference. Write in now for your 
copy, which can be purchased for 
fifteen cents. 

IV. Summary 

In all this year, the Junior Mem- 
bers Section has been able to dis- 
tribute responsibility to about 25 
members and these individuals 
have responded admirably. 

The Section voted to operate 
under a simple and flexible plan 
recommended by their Committee 
on by-laws* headed by Miss Jacque- 
line Bull, University of Kentucky. 

The following able officers have 
been elected to carry on the work: 
Miss Helen E. Fry, University of 


Kentucky, Chairman; Mrs. Mar- 
ethel Burquin Mclntosh, Vice- 
Chairman; Miss Mary Watson, Uni- 
versity of Louisville, Secretary- 
‘Treasurer. 

The Junior Members Section 
pledges its continuing loyalty to 
the Kentucky Library Association 
as a whole in grateful appreciation 
for the responsibility entrusted to 
it. It reminds you that it wishes to 
continue to serve. 

RoBERT F, BEACH 
Berea College Library 


*BY-LAWS 
1. Organization 

a. This group shall be called 
K. L. A. Junior Members Section. 

b. The purpose of this section 
shall be to help forward the pro- 
gram of K. L. A. in promoting li- 
brary interests throughout the 
state, and especially to stimulate 
the interest of the younger libra- 
rians in the state wide library ac- 
tivities of the K.L.A. 
Il.Qualifications of Members 

Any K.L.A. member 35 years of 
age or under is eligible to belong 
to the Junior Members Section. 
Ill. Dues 

Dues shall be twenty-five cents 
a year payable in advance at the 
fall meeting to the Secretary-Treas- 
urer. 
1V. Officers 

a. The officers of this section 
shall be a chairman, vice-chairman 
and secretary-treasurer. 

b. All officers shall be elected by 
ballot at the annual K.L.A. fall 
meeting and shall assume office at 
the close of that meeting for one 
year. 

c. The chairman shall represent 
the K.L.A. Junior Members Sec- 
tion on the K.L.A. Board of Di- 
rectors for his term of office. 

d. The vice-chairman shall be 
the chairman-elect. 

e. Should an officer resign dur- 
ing the year, the chairman shall 
appoint some member of the 
K.L.A. Junior Members Section to 
assume office until the next elec- 
tion. 


V. Duties of Officers 

a. The chairman is to preside at 
all meetings of the section and 
shall have the usual duties of a 
chairman. 

b. The chairman with the ap. 
proval of the other duly-elected 
officers shall appoint committee 
members necessary to the work of 
the section. 

c. The secretary-treasurer shall 
keep the minutes of all proceed- 
ings and shall receive all funds 
involved in the transaction of the 
business of the section. He shall 
make an annual report of receipts 
and disbursements and keep a list 
of members. 


VII. Amendments 
These by-laws may be amended 
at any meeting of the section, an- 
nual or spring, by a vote of two- 
thirds of the members present. 
* * * 


Conference First Night 


The thirty-second conference of 
the thirty-fourth year of the Ken- 
tucky Library Association was held 
in Bowling Green on October 16-18 
with headquarters in the Helm 
Hotel. At the same time the Ken- 
tucky Citizens’ Library League as- 
sembled for their fifth annual 
meeting. 

The conference proper opened 
with a general session in the Ken- 
tucky Building of Western Ken- 
tucky State Teachers College. 
After two charming piano solos 
rendered by Arthur Henderson, 
professor of piano, at Western, 
Miss Edna Grauman, President of 
the Association, spoke briefly con- 
cerning the Conference theme for 
the Year “The Library as an educa- 
tional agency”. She said that the 
president of A.L.A., Charles H. 
Brown, has written to all state, re- 
gional and provincial association 
presidents that the National pro- 
gram for the year would concern 
the Library as an educational agen- 
cy and the importance of adequate 
preparation in continuing educa- 
tion throughout life. Especially 
does this program imply education 
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for defense and for the peace which 
we hope will follow. Miss Grau- 
man next recalled the delightful 
meeting of the K.L.A. in Bowling 
Green in 1928 and she spoke of the 
pleasure felt by all its members in 
returning again upon this occasion. 
She introduced Miss Margie Helm, 
a librarian of Bowling Green, a for- 
mer president and secretary of the 
Association and now one of its 
most active members. Miss Helm 
in return presented Mr. Paul Gar- 
rett, President of Western Ken- 
tucky State Teachers College, who 
made the address of welcome. Mr. 


Garrett quoted from Andrew 
Lang’s “Ballade of the Book- 
worm”: 


One gift the fairies gave me. . 
The love of books, the golden 
key , 

That opens the enchanted door. 
He told of his appreciation of li- 
brarians and their work and of his 
pleasure in having them on the 
campus. In responding to his greet- 
ing Dr. John G. Barrow, librarian 
of Berea, a Kentuckian by adop- 
tion since 1933, spoke of his hope 
that great results would ensue from 
the meeting and that many con- 
crete practical suggestions would 
come out of the program. 

Miss Grauman next introduced 
the speaker of the evening, Dr. 
Alfred Leland Crabb, Professor of 
Education, Peabody College, 
Nashville, Tennessee, whose sub- 
ject was announced as “The Li- 
brary as an Educational Agency.” 
He digressed somewhat, bemoan- 
ing the lack of teaching an appre- 
ciation of beauty in the school at 
Plum Springs where he began his 
education. He paid tribute to the 
ability of modern teaching in re- 
vising the estimates of children. 
The school, he said, is the most 
potent agent in the discovery and 
spread of beauty, and as such gives 
an unique privilege to librarians. 

After announcements by Miss 
Helm the meeting adjourned and 
avery delightful tea hour followed 
during which time members of 
the Association explored the fas- 






cinating ins and outs of the Ken- 
tucky Building. 


* * * 


Shaker Dinner and Dancing 


The most enjoyable occasion of 
the 1941 conference was the de- 
lightful Shaker program and ban- 
quet held at the Helm Hotel on 
Friday evening at 7:00 p.m. Miss 
Grauman presided, and _intro- 
duced Mrs. Mary T. Moore, cus- 
todian of the Kentucky building. 
Mrs. Moore told of her ‘decora- 
tions, Shaker bread trays, piggins 
and noggins, a water yoke, etc., 
largely removed from the Ken- 
tucky building for the occasion. 
She then presented Mr. John B. 
Rodes, lawyer, local historian, and 
authority on Shaker lore. He told 
the story of the now extinct Shaker 
colony of South Union near Bowl- 
ing Green which in its prosper- 
ous times has boasted 500 souls. 
At the conclusion of Mr. Rodes’ 
address students of the college un- 
der the direction of Mrs. Moore 
and members of the Art and Music 
department presented a very inter- 
esting program of traditional songs 
and dances in the costume of the 
Shakers. 

* * * 
Kentucky Library Association: 


Highlights of the 1941 
Conference 


This report will assume the lit- 
erary and social high light of the 
1941 Conference was the delight- 
ful Shaker program at the banquet 
session in which the story of the 
now extinct Shaker Colony of 
South Union near Bowling Green 
was told and made to live again 
with the presentation of traditional 
songs and dances of the Shakers, 
in costume. 

From a professional point of 
view the conference bid fair to es- 
tablish itself as the most fruitful 
meeting of the State Association in 
more than a decade. 

Proposed legislation was en- 
dorsed seeking $500,000 a year as 
State Aid for libraries. A joint 
committee of the Kentucky Library 





Association and the Kentucky Citi- 
zens Library League was created to 
promote a plan of action to obtain 
the proposed legislation. 

The WPA State-wide Library 
Propect, recently reorganized, re- 
ceived official endorsement and full 
recognition as a major source of as- 
sistance and demonstration in the 
extension and improvement of li- 
brary service, cooperating with the 
State Division of Library Exten- 
sion. 

Three sections of the State As- 
sociation may be said to have 
“come of age”. The College and 
Reference Section became organ- 
ized as a functioning group. The 
School Library Section attained 
its majority by virtue of a large 
attendance and a strong program. 
The Junior Members Section es- 
tablished itself as a going concern 
by virtue of the successful comple- 
tion of two important state-wide 
projects, namely a directory of li- 
brarians and bibliography of spe- 
cial indexes to be found in li- 
braries of the state. 

The announced theme for the 
conference appeared to undergo 
a complete transformation. In- 
stead of “The Library as an Educa- 
tional Agency” it became some- 
thing like “The Place of Possum 
Trot in the Sun.” Two guest speak- 
ers, without collusion, focused their 
remarks on the small town and 
its inherent importance, one call- 
ing it Plum Springs ‘and the other 
referring to it variously as Pos- 
sum Trot, Chitlin’ Switch, and 
Hell-fer-Sartin. 

The need for a new emphasis 
on children’s service was recog- 
nized, not only in the individual 
public library throughout the state, 
but in the organization and service 
of the State Extension Division, 
and in the conference programs 
at annual meetings of the State 
Association. 

The whole question of the rela- 
tionships between school libraries 
and public libraries was explored 
and exposed with telling effect. 
The common interests of these 
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closely related services were rec- 
ognized. Their partnerships and 
the need for close, two-way coop- 
eration were strongly emphasized. 
The training situation in the 
state came to the fore as a result 
of a two-year factual study. The 
formulation of a state plan which 
would relate “supply and demand” 
to required training facilities was 
referred to a special committee. 
An obvious shortcoming in the 
conference program as a whole was 
the lack of adequate discussion of 
defense activities and problems. 
The principal speaker at the 
Citizens’ luncheon (Dr. H. C. 


_ Nixon of Vanderbilt University) of- 


fered librarians and laymen alike 
a sure foundation to stand upon 
in their strivings to improve and 
extend library service of whatever 
kind. He declared “We need to 





George H. Marrs Library 
at Midway 


The George H. Marrs Library 
was dedicated at Kentucky Female 
Orphan School, Midway, Ky., on 
the afternoon of Oct. 5. The 
$125,000 structure of Georgian ar- 
chitecture was named for this trus- 


consider intellectual defense today 
as well as economic and military 
defense . . . The defenders of De- 
mocracy must face ideas as well as 
bullets . . . Our people need to be 
prepared for the peace that is to 
come.” 

eS 


* * * 


BRIGHAM 


Report of the Resolutions 
Committee 


The report of the Resolutions 
Committee was read by Miss Lutie 
Kinkead for Miss Artie Lee Tay- 
lor, chairman, as follows: 

The Kentucky Library Associa- 
tion and the Kentucky Citizens Li- 
brary League in concluding their 
annual meeting desire to express 
their appreciation of the generous 
hospitality to: 

The city of Bowling Green. 


tee who has donated more than 
$100,000 to the school. 

Dean W. J. Baird of Berea Col- 
lege, also a trustee of the Midway 
school, presided at the dedication 
exercises. The dedicatory address 
was delivered by E. Y. Chapin, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. E. C. 
Riley, business and promotional 
director of the school, spoke of the 


The Park City> Daily News, 
Times Journal and the College 
Heights Herald, not only for their 
splendid publicity but for the per- 
manent record they have given us. 

Dr. Garrett and Western State 
Teachers College for their welcome 
and especially to Mrs. Moore and 
her staff for the use of the Ken- 
tucky Building and in sharing with 
us the treasures of the library and 
museum. 

The reception tea given by the 
Bowling Green librarians will long 
remain with us a pleasant mem- 
ory. 

The final solution of the mys- 
tery of the Literary dinner was far 
more intriguing than any of us an- 
ticipated. With Mrs. Moore pre- 
siding in her usual gracious man- 
ner, that we loved so much during 

(Continued on Page Twenty-Two) 


donors of the building. The keys 
were presented by the contractor, 
W. T. Congleton, to Mark Collis 
who had been connected with the 
school for more than 50 years, serv- 
ing as chairman of the Board for 
the greater part of the time. Mr. 
Collis in turn presented the keys 
to Miss Frances Cook, the librari- 
an. 
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Did You Know? 


Dr. John G. Barrow is on the 
Friends of Libraries Committee of 
the A.L.A. 

Edna J. Grauman is Secretary 
of the Reference Librarians Sec- 


‘tion, Association of College and 


Reference Librarians. 

Evelyn Schneider is on the Mem- 
bership Committee of the A.L.A. 

Harold F. Brigham is on the 
Divisional Relations Committee 
of the National Defense Activities 
and Libraries Committee. 

Margie M. Helm is on the An- 
nuities, Pensions, and Life Insur- 
ance Committee of the A.L.A. 

Lena B. Nofcier is First Vice- 
President of the League of Li- 
brary Commissions. 

J. L. Foust of Owensboro, 
whose term as the library trustee 
member of the Certification Board 
expired, was reappointed to that 
post on July 1, 1941. 

Mrs. Florence E. Gardiner, Horse 
Cave, is a Member of the Council 
of the Trustees division of the 
AAL.A. 

Perma Rich has been made Ken- 
tucky’s reporter for “College and 
Research Libraries.” 

Elizabeth Hanson is Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Serials Round 
Table of the A.L.A. 

Mary Floyd was elected a Director 
of the Libraries of Teacher-Train- 
ing Institutions Section. 

Margie M. Helm was elected as 
representative of the K.L.A. on 
the Council of the A.L.A. (Evelyn 
Schneider is her Alternate.) 

Harold F. Brigham is a mem- 
ber of the National Board of Di- 
rectors of the Y.M.C.A. 

And did you know that Lutie 
Kinkead—well, ask Miss Lutie! 











LOCAL INDEXES _ IN 
KENTUCKY LIBRARIES. 
Copies may be obtained from 
Miss Carolyn Reading, Uni- 
versity of Kentucky Library. 
(15 cents) 








We're in the Army Now! 


Surely there can be no more 
varied cross-section of the United 
States, with a few Europeans 
tossed in for good measure, than 
the clientele of a large Army Post 
Library. Acting under the Morale 
Division of the Army, the library 
is intended to serve the reading 
needs of all personnel of the Post. 

For some reason there is a pop- 
ular idea that these “reading needs” 
are purely recreational; that they 
include only the usual mystery, 
western, and light novel readers. 
If one stops to consider that the 
Army makes no distinction in a 
man’s profession, that it calls men 
from every walk of life, a slight 
idea of the reading requests may be 
imagined. Our borrowers are from 
many states and some possessions, 
with all the accents of the Ameri- 
can language; and with all grades 
of education from the barest mini- 
mum, and some of it is very bare, 
to university instructors. There are 
accomplished linguists, and some 
who, figuratively speaking murder 
the English language. Some read 
to keep up with their profession, 
or learn a new trade, many of 
course read for recreation; some 
have always read, and to many, 
I’m sure, the library is as new 
and different as army life itself. 


The Post Library at Fort Knox 
is gearing itself to meet the in- 
creasing demands of this large and 
varied group of readers. The col- 
lection at present contains some 
4100 books, about forty-five mag- 
azines, and sixty or more news- 
papers. The November circulation 
was over 3800, about one third 
of which was non-fiction. Such a 
circulation certainly shows how 
much the library is used, and the 
percentage of non-fiction delights 
any librarian. Many of the books 
are donated, as are subscriptions 
to a great many of the newspapers 
and magazines. We are adding to 
the collection as rapidly as possible 
for the demand far exceeds our 
present collection, and I feel sure 


the circulation will increase as the 
book stock increases in size and 
modern content. 


While there is a demand for 
travel, games, and other purely rec- 
reational non-fiction, the techni- 
cal books make up a good share 
of this part of the circulation. 
As Fort Knox is Headquarters of 
the Armored Force, and home of 
the Armored Force School, this ac- 
counts for a large part of the pop- 
ularity of the five and six hun- 
dreds. Our reserve list books like 
WHAT AMERICA IS READING 
in the New York Herald Tribune, 
with BERLIN DIARY, and KEYS 
OF THE KINGDOM leading the 
waiting list. As can be imagined 
the reference questions are equally 
varied; a man may give his civil- 
ian profession in a foreign or collo- 
quial term, and the classification 
section must have it interpreted. 
The World Almanac, Statesman’s 
Year Book, and Statistical Abstract 
prove their unparalleled value tor 
quick reference on many and va- 
ried questions military men ask. 

The library is open daily ex- 
cept Sundays from eight in the 
morning until ten at night; and 
from twelve noon to 10 p. m. on 
Sundays. It is always busy; al- 
though we admit business is best 
around the middle of the month 
and drops off around the first—pay 
day. 

Army library work completely 
immunizes One to surprise requests, 
the soldier who wants a book on 
cartooning may be drawing for his 
own entertainment, or after a lit- 
tle conversation, and they love to 
talk, may bring to light the fact 
that he is a well-known cartoonist; 
and the boy who is interested in 
music may be a member of a 
symphony orchestra or a leading 
“swing” band. The exterior of the 
building is the same as any bar- 
racks, but we have tried to make 
the interior as attractive as possi- 
ble, to maintain an air of quiet 
informality, and to supply that 
needed place to sit and read a book 
or just turn the pages of a maga- 
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zine-or the home town newspaper. 
I know that the Army library, 
perhaps because of this atmos- 
phere which is so different from 
that in any other Army building, 
is introducing many men to books 
and the advantages of libraries; 
we hope when they return to ci- 
vilian life they will have formed 
the library habit. 

To anyone bored with his job, 
or who thinks library work dry 
and tiresome, I suggest a visit to 
an Army library; we may have 
enough work to keep us _ busy 
twenty-four hours a day, we do 
listen and lend a sympathetic ear 
to long stories and many life his- 
tories; but we’re never bored; and 
at the end of the day we feel we 
have done a little bit towards 
helping in the tremendous work 
the Morale Division of the Army 
is doing. 

Nina M. Grant, Librarian 
Post Library 
Fort Knox 

* * 7 


Post Defense Planning 
and Libraries 


“Post Defense Planning’ and 
“Public Works  Reserve’’—these 
are phrases we're all going to hear 
repeatedly in the coming months 
and since the two constitute a 
movement of such potential sig- 
nificance to libraries as well as to 
almost all other governmental 
agencies, a word now to provide 
all of us with at least a nodding 
acquaintance with some of its im- 
plications seems appropos. 

Post Defense Planning has al- 
ready assumed a major place in the 
business of the A.L.A. The A.L.A. 
has been working in direct com- 
munication with the Washington 
office of the National Resources 
Planning Board, the _ Federal 
Works Reserve and other agencies 
of the government which are work- 
ing with those agencies in Post 
Defense Planning. A committee on 
Post Defense Planning has been 
set up by the A.L.A. with Dr. 
Carleton Joeckel of the University 


of Chicago Graduate School as 
Chairman. This committee is 
pointing out the opportunities 
which libraries have as agencies 
of information and public educa- 
tion to assist other agencies of gov- 
ernment, and private agencies too, 
in making plans for the post-war 
period and long range plans for the 
more distant tuture. At the same 
time this Committee is stressing 
the opportunities offered libraries 
for the extension and improve- 
ment of library services them- 
selves. A comprehensive plan for 
library service in the post-defense 
period has already been formulated 
by the committee and has been sub- 
uutted by the president of the 
A.L.A. to the National Resources 
Planning Board. This plan sug- 
gests a preliminary study by that 
Board, with the assistance of the 
A.L.A., of the whole national li- 
brary situation to lay the founda- 
tion for definite steps whenever 
specific action in ameliorating un- 
employment is launched. Suggest- 
ed immediate steps have been out- 
lined to the National Resources 
Planning Board. These include 
an inventory of existing library 
service and resources, comparison 
of existing service and library 
standards, a plan for library service 
including definite recommenda- 
tions as to the kind of library 
suitable in different regions and 
areas now without service, a sur- 
vey of the personnel situation in 
American public libraries, and 
facts regarding the ability of the 
various states and other divisions 
to support library service. An esti- 
mate of the cost of the above proj- 
ect was submitted to the Board 
along with the other recommenda- 
tions. (Louisville Free Public Li- 
brary, Staff Log.) 


A. L. A. Conference 


The American Library Associa- 
tion will hold its Sixty-Fourth an- 
nual conference in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, June 22-27, 1942. 





Librarians All 


Here is a tangible way for each of 
us to cooperate with our vital Na- 
tional Defense Program. 

Since the National Nutrition 
Conference for Defense last May, 
developments have been rapid. 
State nutrition defense committees 
have been set up and local com- 
mittees have been organized. 

Offer to your local Nutrition 
Committee your best and most re- 
cent books, pamphlets, and period- 
icals on nutrition. 

Express your interest in this 
fundamental effort to build heal- 
thy citizens. 

Urge your borrowers to avail 
themselves of all nutrition aids. 

Make prominent displays of your 
nutrition materials. 

Keep Fit with the Right Foods, 
is the title of a reprint from The 
Booklist, September, 1941, writ- 
ten by Helen S. Mitchell, Director 
of Nutrition on the Staff of the 
Coordinator of Health, Welfare, 
and Related Defense Activities. 
This is an excellent, well-rounded 
list which can serve as a starting 
point for building up a useful and 
useable nutrition collection. Cop- 
ies of this reprint can be obtained 
by writing Dr. Mitchell, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Make your library an integral 
part of your “Community Plan- 
ning for Nutrition.” 

Bess GILBert, Chairman 
Nutrition Committee of 
the K.L.A. 

* * * 
Mid-winter in Chicago 
December 28-31, 1941 


“The American Library Associa- 
tion, established in 1876, is an or- 
ganization of libraries, librarians, 
library trustees and others inter- 
ested in the responsibilities of li- 
braries in the educational, social, 
and cultural needs of society.” It 
belongs to us. Let’s give it our full 
support, not only by our member- 
ship in the organization but also 
by attending its meetings. 

Let’s meet there! 
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Kentucky Educational 
Conference School 
Library Meeting 


The Conference on School Li- 
brary Problems, at the Educational 
) Conference of the University of 
Kentucky, met Saturday morning, 
October 25, at the University of 
Kentucky Library. Miss Mildred 
Semmons, Head of the Department 
of Library Science, presided. 

In keeping with the general 
theme of the Educational Confer- 
ence, “Conservation of Resources 
and Improvement of Instruction,” 
Miss Ruth Wheeler, Librarian of 
William Morton Junior High 
School, Lexington discussed “New 
Books for Junior High Schools” 
and Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, 
School Library Supervisor of Ra- 
leigh, North Carolina, discussed 
“The Library—An Integral Part of 
the Educational Program”. 

* * * 


University of Kentucky 
| Library Club 


|} The Alumnae of the Depart- 
ment of Library Science of the 
University of Kentucky met at 











Building on the University Cam- 
pus following the Library Meet- 
ing of the Educational Conference 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools, 
Saturday, October 25. This was 
the second meeting of the alum- 
nae organization which was form- 
ed during the K.E.A. meeting, 
1941. At this time Miss Margaret 
Redmon, Shelbyville High School, 
was selected as chairman. 

Miss Redmon presiding, intro- 
duced the guests; Mrs. Mary Pea- 
cock Douglas, North Carolina 
State School Library Adviser; Miss 
Ruth Wheeler, Wm. Morton Jun- 
ior High School, Lexington, both 
speakers at the morning meeting; 
Mrs. Sarah Holmes, Dean of Wo- 





men, University of Kentucky; Miss 
Margaret I. King, librarian, Uni- 
versity of Kentucky; and members 
of the faculty of the Library Science 
Department, Miss Mildred Sem- 
mons, Miss Azile Wofford, Miss 


luncheon in the Student Union” 





Laura Martin, Mrs. Ray Wood, 
Miss Norma Cass and Mrs. Gordie 
Young. 

An interesting talk was given by 
Miss Adrienne Mason, Pikeville 
Junior College, on the organiza- 
tion of the Big Sandy Library 
Club. Miss Mason extended at that 
time an invitation to all to attend 
K. L. A. next fali in Pikeville. 

Miss Nancy Miller, librarian 
of the Library Science Depart- 
ment gave a short report on the 
News Letter, of the Department, 
which is sponsored by the alum- 
nae. 

The officers elected for the com- 
ing year were: Miss Elizabeth Jesse, 
Versailles High School, chairman; 
Miss Kate Irvine, Lafayette High 
School, Lexington, secretary-treas- 
urer; and Miss Nancy Miller, edi- 
tor of News LETTER- 

Alumnae present were: Misses 
Margaret Redmon, Ruth Wheeler, 
Adrienne Mason, Nancy Miller, 
Elizabeth Jesse, Kate Irvine, Jac- 
queline Bull, University of Ken- 
tucky Library; Elizabeth Bullock, 
Maysville H. S.; Agnes Cooper, 
Bryan Station School; Martha 
Lewis Corbin, Butler H. S.; Vir- 
ginia Covington, Mayslick H. S.; 
Mary Elizabeth Earle, Department 
of Library Extension, Frankfort; 
Patty Floyd, Ft. Mitchell H. S.; 
Helen E. Fry, University of Ken- 
tucky Library; Louise Galloway, 
Corbin H. S.; Ann Gandy, Cat- 
lettsburg, H. S.; Nelva Giles, Si- 
mon Kenton H. S., Independence; 
Anna Lee Herizg, Frankfort H. S.; 
Anne Lang, Lexington; Anna 
Louise McMurtry, Lebanon H. S.; 
Sara Minor, Estille Co. H. S.; Jo- 
sephine Moore, Danville H. S.; 
Mary Nooe, Carlisle H. S.; Ellen 
Perrine, Athens H. S.; Margaret 
Roser, Ashland H. S.; Anne 
Spaulding, Crab Orchard H. S.; 
Louise Wallace, Dixie Heights, H. 
S. Kenton Co.; Margaret Ohne, 
Falmouth H. S.; Emma Osborne, 
Hazel R. Perkins, Erlanger H. S.; 
Mrs. J. Frank Adams, Lexington; 
Mrs. R. L. Campbell, Campbells- 
ville H. S.; Mrs. John Clay, Paris 





H. S.; Mrs. Maona Shinkle Eaves, 
University of Kentucky Library; 
Mrs. Mary Potts Snapp; Lexington; 
Mary B. Steele, Versailles; Mrs. 
Franklin Webster, Williamstown; 
Mrs. Messer, -Barbourville; Mrs. 
J. J. Tye, Barbourville H. S.; 
Mrs. Sue Alexander, Ashland 
Junior College. 


* * * 


Are You a True Librarian? 


“Some people are librarians, 
others just work in_ libraries.” 
This statement was made by a man 
prominent in the library world. 
The difference, he said, has nothing 
to do with the importance of our 
jobs; a junior assistant may be a 
librarian while the head may just 
work in a library. The sole basis 
of distinction is attitude. 

The librarian not only thinks 
of himself as a member of a pro- 
fessional group whose work is im- 
portant to society; his interest ex- 
tends far beyond his daily duties. 
He is concerned with all the fac- 
tors that influence library service 
as a whole, even though some of 
them seem to have little bearing 
on his own immediate welfare. 

The present status of library 
development in Kentucky leads to 
a suspicion that we have too few 
librarians and too many who just 
work in libraries. More Kentucky 
names on the roll of the A.L.A 
would show that we are alert to 
the significance of the library and 
to the librarian’s individual op- 
portunity and obligation to up- 
hold the ideals for which the A. L. 
A. is constantly working. There 
is no magic in A. L. A. member- 
ship, but joining the Association 
is certainly the first natural step 
toward professional growth. The 
A.L.A. member is at least exposed 
to the attitudes and the informa- 
tion through which he can ad- 
vance. The few dollars which 
bring us membership, fewer now 
for small salaries than ever before, 
may make the difference between 
being a librarian or just working 
in a library—all the difference be- 
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tween just drifting along on others’ 
memberships and making our own 
weight count. 

Now then, let us ask ourselves: 
Are we sure that we understand 
fully the meaning of librarianship? 
Do we feel a real professional 
pride? Are we true librarians? All 
of us, whether in county, special, 
school, public, or college libraries, 
even trustees and interested citi- 
zens, need the A.L.A., and the A. 
L.A. most assuredly needs all of us. 

EVELYN SCHNEIDER 
» * * 


Past President’s Message 


From a desk no longer covered 
with Kentucky Library Association 
correspondence, your past presi- 
dent has the opportunity to see 
things in retrospect. 

First of all, I wish to express 
gratitude to each of the loyal and 
and hard working individual mem- 
bers of the Association and espe- 
cially to the members of the special 
committees for their ever willing 
support and cooperation. 

The Association has attained a 
few of its objectives but we have 
many still to be accomplished. 
This year each of us must volun- 
tarily work with renewed enthu- 
siasm for the spread of library ser- 
vice throughout our state and for 
State Aid for public libraries in 
Kentucky which will help in at- 
taining this objective. 

Sincerely, 
Epna J. GRAUMAN 
Louisville Free Public 
Library 
* #* @ 


K. L. A. Committees 


Dr. Barrow, president, has sub- 
mitted the following partial list of 
Committee Chairmen: 

Libraries and Nutrition: Elza- 
beth D. Glbert, Berea; Training 
Agencies; Harold F. Brigham, 
Louisville; Membership: Frances A. 
Watts, Frankfort; Libraries and 
Defense and Post Defense Activi- 
ties: Harold F. Brigham, Louisville; 


State Aid: Margie Helm, Bowling 
Green. 
* * * 


Education for Defense 


The social and intellectual un- 
rest growing out of the present 
world situation may lead to con- 
fusion and despair; or it may lead 
to a renaissance of critical inquiry 
and constructive thinking. Whe- 
ther the result will be the one or 
the other will depend in no small 
measure on the ability of libraries 
and other agencies of enlighten- 
ment to adapt their services to 
present needs. (A statement taken 
from an article on the policy 
adopted by the Council of the 
American Library Association.) 

In speaking of “Education for 
Defense and for Peace” at the 
Iowa Library Assn. meeting in 
Ames (Sept.) Pres. Charles H. 
Brown stressed the fact that “The 
support of every librarian is 
needed in defending American in- 
stitutions and the freedom of the 
American Press . . . All institutions 
with an educational background 


should unite in a program of edu- - 


cation which will prepare for peace, 
for defense and for a period of re- 
construction.” 
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her presidency; the History of the 
South Union Shakers by Mr. 
Rhodes gave a delightful vision of 
the past; the songs and dances by 
the students of Western State 
Teachers College visualized the 
Shakers as nothing else could. 
“We have but one complaint”— 
we cannot mention each of our 
speakers by name but none of us 
will forget the thoughts implanted. 
But we cannot close our thanks 
without including the Helm Hotel 
for their part in making the 32nd 
annual meeting of the Kentucky 
Library Association a success. 





KENTUCKY AUTHORS 
and 


BOOKS OF 
ALL PUBLISHERS 


Stationery 
Greeting Cards 


MORRIS 


BOOK SHOP 


110 Walnut St. 
Lexington, Kentucky 


“Booksellers to the Bluegrass” 











COMPLETE 
BINDERY 
SERVICE 


BOOKS REBOUND 
Magazines, Newspapers 
and Pamphlets Bound 


BOOKSELLERS 


Pre-Bound New Books 
in Buckram Picture 
Cover Bindings 


NEW BOOKS 


in Publisher’s Bindings 


“If you haven’t tried our 
service as yet —— 
try it and get satisfaction” 


The Winckler Bindery 


Cincinnati 























Editorial Appreciation 
Thanks to the committee chairmen for their prompt- 
ness in sending in their reports. 
Thanks for the splendid articles submitted. 


Thanks to our secretary for the use of her minutes. 


Thanks to the associate editor for her untiring help. 
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